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the early impressions of piety which he received from the lessons and
example of a virtuous nurse; of such infinite importance is the choice of
virtuous preceptors, nurses, and servants about children.

This reflection unfolds the reason why certain courts and ages were
so fruitful in saints. The pagan Romans were solicitous that no slave
should ever have access to their children who did not speak with perfect
elegance and purity of language; and shall not a Christian be as careful
as to manners and virtue? It is a fatal mistake to imagine that infants
are ever too young to be infected with the contagion of vice. No age
receives deeper impressions, or observes more narrowly everything that
passes in others; nor is anything so easily or so insensibly imbibed as a
spirit of vanity, pride, revenge, obstinacy, or sloth; or harder to be ever
corrected. What a happiness for an infant to be formed from the mother's
breast as it were naturally to all virtue, and for the spirit of simplicity,
meekness, goodness, and piety to be moulded in its tender frame. Such
a foundation being well laid, Airther graces are abundantly communicated,
and a soul improves daily these seeds, and rises to the height of Christian
virtue often without experiencing severe conflicts of the passions.1

The following feasts are celebrated on June 15 :

BLESSED BERNARD OF MENXHON, who built the Great St Bernard hospital and monastery;
a noble Savoyard by birth; died 28th May, 1008, aged 85 : Sx GERMAINE COUSIN, virgin:
BLESSED GREGORY LEWIS BARBADIGO, Cardinal-Bishop of Padua; many miracles of healing
followed his happy death in 1697: Sx LANDELIN, Abbot, educated under St Aubert, Bishop of
Cambray : Sx VAUGE of Ireland, hermit: and Sx Vixus or GUY, Sx CRESCENXIA, and Sx MODESIUS,
martyrs in the beginning of the fourth century.
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TRUE virtue or Christian perfection consists not in great or shining actions,
but resides in the heart and appears to great edification, though in the
usual train of common and religious duties constantly performed with
fidelity and fervour. Such a life has its trials and often a severer martyrdom
than that which stands the test of the flames. This we find in the life of
the holy servant of God, John Francis Regis. He was born on the 3ist
of January, in 1597, at Foncouverte, a village in the diocese of Narbonne,
in Languedoc. His parents, John Regis, who was descended from a
younger branch of the noble house of Deplas, in Rovergue, and Magdalen
Darcis, daughter to the lord of Segur, were distinguished amongst the
nobility of Lower Languedoc by their virtue. Their eldest son was killed
iii tbe siege of Villemur, in a sally made by the Huguenot garrison.
Francis was one of the youngest brothers. At five years of age he fainted
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